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The largest voluntary transfer of capital 
from rich to poor in the history of the 

earth 

 
Lelei TuiSamoa LeLaulu ς Counterpart International 

Global Ecotourism Conference, Oslo, Norway 2007 



R1.250 billion per year 
Department of Trade and Industry, South Africa 2009 



Birding tourism refers to 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ 
usual environment to 
view birds 
 



Important Bird and 
Biodiversity Areas 



Birding spectacles 



Great accommodation 



Trained bird 
guides  



 

Travel infrastructure 



Additional wildlife attractions 





Understanding your market ς 
how do you attract 
birdwatchers to your region 



Birding tourists spend more per visitor than 
other niche tourism market sectors 
 
Birding tourists have higher income levels, 
longer trip lengths and spend a higher total 
number of days per year travelling 
 
Birding tourists profiles correlate with 
priority markets segments targeted by 
tourism marketing boards 
 
Birding tourists generally has positive 
environmental and conservation impacts 
 

The market 



Information ς the Holy Grail 

Birding site writeups ς  Information on 
birding sites, how to get there 
 
Itineraries ς Most visited area of our 
website ς include 3-10 day variations, 
one day options from major centres, 
low range to mid range 
 
Where to find rare birds ς GPS 
coordinates on stakeouts for rare birds 
i.e. {ŎƘŀƭƻǿΩǎ ¢ǳǊŀŎƻ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ Cŀƭƭǎ 
Where to find rare spectacles ς Cape 
Vulture colonies, tern colonies etc 









 


