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approach. AHEAD is a
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AHEAD recognizes
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On May 27 2015, the world Organization tor Animal Health
(OIE), which provides standards for its 180 member countries
related to international trade in commodities (including beef)
that are a potential source of animal disease agents, updated the
OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code and made it possible for
African countries with wild species like buffalo that naturally
harbor foot and mouth disease (FMD) viruses to be able to trade
beef without necessarily requiring the physical separation of
wildlife and livestock through the extensive veterinary cordon
fencing that has characterized animal disease management in
southern Africa since the colonial era. While there is now much to
be done to make new quarantine-based value chain approaches to beef
production a routine option (see new AHEAD guidelines flagged in the
previous AHEAD Update http://www.wcs-
ahead.org/kaza/150313_guidelines report_value_chain_final.pdf), this
policy change offers the unprecedented possibility of access to new beef
markets for southern African farmers and pastoralists as well as unlocks
the potential for restoring migratory movements of wildlife and thus
enhancing prospects for long-term wildlife population viability within
individual countries as well as in transboundary landscapes like the KAZA
Transfrontier Conservation Area. This new flexibility represents a true
'win-win' for sustainable and diversified land use and livelihoods, even in
the face of some of the uncertainties related to regional climate change
models.

New markets for beef within Africa itself and in Asia - and, ideally, more
diversified beef products - likely merit increased attention. A recent
piece from the Botswana

newspaper Mmegi (http://www.mmegi.bw/index.php?
aid=51336&dir=2015/may/22), written just before the decision at OIE in
Paris, points out just how significant this policy change is for the
subregion's people and wildlife.

To be clear, this is not about "removing all fences," but this new, more
flexible policy paradigm represents a vitally important opportunity for
the wildlife and livestock sectors to work together on collaborative land-
use planning, knowing that there is now the option to realign or remove
specific fences impacting important wildlife habitat corridors - since beef
export market access can be attained utilizing new meat-processing
value chain-based approaches, regardless of whether buffalo or other
wildlife live in or near a particular locality or not.

Of course with great opportunity, comes great responsibility. A
collective investment in earnest stewardship of natural resources, with
an eye towards our children's children, must be made by all sectoral
stakeholders dependent on southern Africa's precious land-base. There is
now, for the first time in several generations, an opportunity to find ways
to optimize land-use choices in the interest of system resilience and
diversified livelihood opportunities. Neither the livestock nor wildlife
sectors should seek to dominate the other. Instead, it is time to make
land-use decisions that will be socially, ecologically and economically
sustainable for generations to come.

There is of course still much to do, and on-the-ground change takes time
and concerted collaborative effort. AHEAD's focus in our next phase of
ongoing work with southern African partners includes further
sensitization of key local, national and regional entities (in both the
livestock and wildlife sectors, et al.) as to the significance of this
landmark change in international beef trade standards. We also envision
the need for critical pilot work through public-private partnerships
involving local communities, with all stakeholders motivated and
encouraged by the fact that we are closer to reconciling FMD-related
conflict at the livestock / wildlife interface than we've ever been before.

Sincerely,
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